
Political argument is over – Governor got - Harrison, 71.5%; Hancock, 72.1%; Jackson, 
69.6%; Pearl River, 69.3%

Port is one element of comprehensive recovery plan and has been included since the 
beginning; CDBG is source of money, just as for ratepayer mitigation and windpool

Acute need for new jobs – Gulf Coast Industrial Alliance says there’s need for 80,000 
jobs over next 60 months in Coastal regions

Governor’s letter as guide

No gaps policy – everyone who qualifies gets help; no diversion; no shortage of funds; no
robbing from housing to pay port – adequate money there

Don’t cede the high ground – very worthwhile project; want to do what’s best for 
recovery/economic development over the long term; that’s how we build back bigger and
better

Proceed concurrently – jobs, education, infrastructure, housing, highway and bridge 
reconstruction, water-sewer projects; none can exist in a vacuum

Best way to serve the port restoration project is to build affordable housing units – get 
construction out of the ground; release timeline and stick to it – small rental, long-term 
workforce

There have been critics since the beginning on how best to proceed to help Coast recover;
have worked directly with many of them in formulating the programs under way – 
everyone has a voice – public comments on port project being reviewed

25,000 homeowners will benefit from the Homeowner Grant and Elevation Grant 
programs; other programs will result in building or rebuilding of more than 16,000 units 
of public or other low-to-moderate income rental housing. Workforce Housing program 
will fund no fewer than 3,000 new homes for working families.

Unprecedented nature of the destruction has led to unprecedented opportunity


